Tafsir Ibn Kathir 

Tliis is i M: in it is suitace sure. without doubt. tothose who fear Allah 



i ™ 



Revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 



y»i& 



66:1 O Prophet! 



Why do you forbid that which Allah has allowed to 
you, seeking to please your wives? 

^j jjat Alil j 
And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Mercitul. 

66:2 Allah has already ordained for you (O men) the 
absolution from your oaths. 



.->;]* 11 j&j °a5LXjj& Aill j 



And Allah is your Protector and He is the All- 
Knower, the All-Wise. 



^lUatl 



' ;' u^ J! "Is^ >"' ~4j 



66:3 And (remember) when the Prophet disclosed a 
matter in conridence to one of his wives, then she 
told it. 



■pS j 4jJa*J L_fljC 4j_C- 4__l a j^Jal j 



And Allah made it known to him; he inrormed part 
thereof and left a part. 

I__A t__ti_t °j-« L_J_IS 4j Utu l_-l_ 

Then when he told her thereof, she said: "Who told 
you this?" 



jjA3I ^*_l 'JIS 'JU 



He said: "The All-Knower, the All-Aware has told 



66:4 If you two turn in repentance to Allah, your 
hearts are indeed so inclined; 

rr\ \s\j (JJJJA.J 4_Jj_a jA 4J_I _jl_ 4j1c. I jAUaJ _jl j 

but if you help one another against him, then verily, 
Allah is his Protector, and Jibril, and the righteous 
among the believers; 



and after that the angels are his helpers. 

u 5 ^ i j^ ^jj' ^^ (J lA^ u) ^j 

66:5 Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give 
him instead of you, wives better than you - 



Cj.1i_c 
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submitting, believers, obedient, turning to Allah in 
repentance, worshipping Allah sincerely, Sa'ihat, 

previously married, and virgins. 



Allah censures His Prophet for Prohibiting Himself from what 
He has allowed for Him In the Book of Vows 



Al-Bukhari recorded that Ubayd bin Umayr said that he heard 
A'ishah claiming that AllahTs Messenger used to stay for a period 
in the house of Zaynab bint Jahsh and drink honey in her house. 
(She said) "Hafsah and I decided that when the Prophet entered 
upon either of us, we would say, 

' I smell Maghafir on you. Have you eaten Maghafir' 

When he entered upon one of us, she said that to him. 

He replied (to her), 

No, but I drank honey in the house of Zaynab bint Jahsh, 
and I will never drink it again." 

Then the following was revealed; 



( ^ ) r4^ J J J^ 



(Y) ft£k3l y&il\ 'ja j °^U°jla ajTj "aSjUut aLj °=£l aIII i>=ja °ja 

AjIc. aIJI ajgJatj Aj lIsIjj LaB LuAa. AjjJ j°jt ^j *-« » ; ^l ^Jjll JjoiI jI j 
(Jla I jA iilljjt °ja °C"j11S Aj IaLjj Uala -j *a°» ; jc ^_ya jct j AjJakj i_fijC 

(r) jjAjI ^jI '^jGj 

...HaSjjla t-j«la °j_i aIII ^l Ujjj jl 

Prophet! 

Why do you forbid that which Allah has allowed to you, 
seeking to please your wives? And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 

Allah has already ordained for you (0 men) the 
absolution from your oaths. And Allah is your Protector 
and He is the All-Knower, the All-Wise. 

And (remember) when the Prophet disclosed a matter in 
confidence to one of his wives, then she told it. 

And Allah made it known to him; he informed part 
thereof and left a part. 

Then when he told her thereor, she said: "Who told you 
this?" 

He said: "The All-Knower, the All-Aware has told me." 

If you two turn in repentance to Allah, your hearts are 
indeed so inclined; 

in reference to ' A'ishah and Hafsah. 



<a!jJ ,__»j ^31 <_i_l Jui) jjj And (remember) when the 
Prophet disclosed a matter in confidence to one of his 
wives, which refers to this saying, U_i. _jjj_. °Jj But I 
have drunk honey. Ibrahim bin Musa said that Hisham 
said that it also meant his saying, 

I __t (illjj _; jj-j Ua c___ °jij a1 'jjct °jlj 

I will not drink it anymore, I have taken an oath 
to that, thererore, do not inform anybody about 
it. 

Al-Bukhari also recorded this Hadith in the Book of 
Divorce; 



then he said, 

"Al-Maghafir is a type of sap, and in Ar-Rimth 

(a type of citrus) its taste is sweet..." 

Al-Jawhari said, 

"The " Urfut is a tree of the shrub variety, which 
secretes Maghfur." 

Muslim collected this Hadith from A'ishah in the Book of 
Divorce in his Sahih, and his wording is the same as Al- 
Bukhari in the Book of Vows. 

In the Book of Divorce, Al-Bukhari recorded that A'ishah said, 

"AllahTs Messenger liked sweets and honey. After 
performing the "Asr prayer, he used to visit his wives, 
going close to them. So he went to Hafsah, daughter of 
Umar, and stayed with her more than his usual stay. I 
(A'ishah) became jealous and asked about that. It was 
said to me, 

' A woman of her family sent her a small vessel of honey 
as a gift, and she gave a drink to AllahTs Messenger 
made from it.' 

I said, * By Allah, we will contrive a plot against him.' 

I said to Sawdah bint Zarrf ah, "When the Messenger 
visits you and draws close to you, say to him, ' Have you 
eaten Maghafir?' And when he says to you, * No', then 
ask him, "What is this odor?' 

He will say to you, ' Hafsah has given me a drink of 
honey.' Then you should say to him, "The honeybees 
might have eaten from Urfut, and I will also say the 
same to him. Safiyyah, you should also say this.' 

Sawdah later said, "It was under compulsion that I had 
decided to state that which you told me; soon, by Allah, 
he was standing at my door.' 

So when AllahTs Messenger came near her, she said, "0 
Messenger of Allah! Did you eat Maghafir' 



He said, ' No.' 

She again said, "Then what is this odor' 

He said, J^ 4jj« ^-al^ (^SLa Hafsah gave me honey to 
drink. 

She said, "The honeybees might have eaten from 
Urfut." 

A'ishah continued, "When he came to me I said the same 
to him." 

He then visited Safiyyah and she also said similar to him. 

When he again visited Hafsah, she said, "0 Messenger of 
Allah, should I not give you that (drink)?' 

He said, <£ JL AaIa U i do not need it. 

Sawdah said, ' By Allah! We have prevented him from 
drinking honey.' 

I said to her, ' Keep quiet!'" 

Muslim also recorded this Hadith, but this wording is 
from Al-Bukhari. 

In the narration of Muslim, A'ishah said, 

"The Messenger of Allah used to hate to have a bad odor 
coming from him" 

This is why they suggested to him that he ate Magharir, 
because it causes a bad odor. When he said, ^Lic Cu j& °Jj 
No, I had some honey. 

They said that the bees ate from a tree that is called Al- 
"Urfut, which has Maghafir gum, suggesting that this 
is the reason behind the bad odor they claimed was 
coming from him. 

The latter narration, collected through Urwah from 
A'ishah, mentions that it was Hafsah who gave the 
Prophet the honey. 

In another narration collected from "Ubayd bin "Umayr, 
from A'ishah, it was Zaynab bint Jahsh who gave the 



honey to the Prophet, while A'ishah and Hafsah were the 
plotters. Allah knows best. 

Some might say that they were two separate incidents. 
However, it is not likely that the Ayat were revealed 
about both incidents, if indeed they were two separate 
incidents. Allah knows best. 

A Hadith that Imam Ahmad collected in the Musnad 
mentions that A'ishah and Hafsah were the plotters. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Abbas said, 

"I was eager to ask ' Umar about the two ladies among 
the wives of the Prophet , about whom Allah said, ^ijfi di 
UijjJa cjx»a jla Aiit Js (if you two turn in repentance to 
Allah your hearts are indeed so inclined); 

Then I perrormed Hajj along with Umar, and on our way 
back from Hajj he went aside (to relieve himself). I also 
went aside along with him carrying a tumbler of water. 
When he finished and returned, I poured water on his 
hands from the tumbler and he performed ablution. I 
said, 

' O Commander of the faithful! Who were the two ladies 
among the wives of the Prophet, to whom Allah said, ul 
UijjJS 'ciLa jSa Ah JS Ujjj (if you two turn in repentance to 
Allah your hearts are indeed so inclined),' 

Umar said, 'I am astonished at your question, Ibn 
^Abbas.'" - 

Az-Zuhri (a subnarrator) said that Umar did not like the 
question, but he still answered it, saying that they were 
' A'ishah and Hafsah." 

Then ' Umar went on relating the story and said, 

* We, the people of Quraysh, used to have authority 
over our women. But when we came to live with the 
Ansar, we noticed that the Ansari women had the 
upper hand over their men, so our women started 
acquiring the habits of the Ansari women. At that 
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time, I was residing at the house of Umayyah bin 
Zayd, in Al-Awali. Once I got angry with my wife, and 
she talked back to me; I disliked her answering me 
back. She said, 

' Why do you dislike me talking back to you By Allah, 
the wives of the Prophet talk back to him, and some 
of them may not speak with him for the whole day, 
until nightfall.' 

Then I went to Hafsah and asked her, ' Do you talk 
back to Allah's Messenger' 

She said, "Yes." 

I asked, ' Does any of you keep Allah's Messenger 
angry all day long, until night?' 

She replied, ' Yes.' 

I said, ' Whoever among you does this is a ruined, 
losing person! Doesn't she fear that Allah may get 
angry for the anger of His Messenger and, thus, she 
will be ruined. Don't ask Allah's Messenger too many 
things, and don't retort him in any case. Demand 
from me whatever you like, and don't be tempted to 
imitate your neighbor, for she is more beautiful than 
you, and more beloved to Allah's Messenger than 
you.' 

He meant "A'ishah. 

I, and an Ansari neighbor of mine used to visit the 
Prophet in turns. He used to go one day, and I 
another day. When I went I would bring him the 
news of what had happened that day regarding the 
revelation and when he went, he used to do the 
same for me. 

In those days it was rumored that the Ghassan 
(tribe) were preparing their horses to invade us. My 
companion went and returned to us at night and 
knocked at my door. I came out to him. He said that 
a grave thing happened. 

I asked him, ' What is it Have Ghassan come' 



He replied that it was worse and more serious than 
that, adding that AllahTs Messenger had divorced all 
his wives. 

I said, "Harsah is a ruined loser! I expected that 
would happen some day.' 

So I dressed myself and I perrormed the Subh 
prayer. I went to Hafsah and found her weeping. I 
asked her, ' Has Allah's Messenger divorced all of 
you' 

She replied, "I don't know. He is there alone in the 
upper room.' 

I went to the upper room and asked a black slave of 
the Prophet to ask for his permission to see me, and 
the boy went in and then came out saying, "I 
mentioned you to him and he remained silent.' 

I then went out and came to the Minbar and found a 
group of people around it and some of them were 
weeping. I sat with them for some time, but could 
not endure the situation. So, I requested to the boy, 
' Will you get the permission for Umar?' 

He went in and then came out saying, 'I mentioned 
you to him, but he did not reply.' 

So, I went to Minbar and sat with the people who 
were sitting by the Minbar, but I could not bear the 
situation, so I went to the boy again and said, "Will 
you get the permission for Umar?' 

He went in and brought the same reply as before. 

When I was leaving, behold, he called me saying, 
* AllahTs Messenger has granted you permission.' 

So, I entered the Prophet's room, greeted him with 
the Salam and saw him lying on a mat without 
bedding on it, and the mat had left its mark on the 
body of the Prophet. 

I said, ' Have you divorced your wives, Allah's 
Messenger' 

He raised his eyes to me and replied no. 

I said, Allahu Akbar. Allah's Messenger! We, the 
people of Quraysh used to have the upper hand over 

9 



our women. But when we came to Al-Madinah, we 
found a people whose women had the upper hand 
over them. Our women started learning this behavior 
from them. Once, I got angry with my wife, and she 
talked back to me. I disliked that behavior from her 
and she said, "Why do you dislike that I talk back to 
you By Allah, the Prophet's wives talk back to him 
and one of them would ignore him the whole day, 
until the night.' I said to her, * Whoever does this 
among them is the ruined loser! Does she feel safe 
from Allah getting angry with her on account of His 
Messenger's anger In that case, she would be 
ruined.' 

On that the Prophet smiled. 

I then said, "0 AllahTs Messenger! I went to Hafsah 
and said to her, * Do not be tempted to imitate your 
companion ('AMshah) for she is more beautiful than 
you and more beloved to the Prophet.' 

The Prophet smiled again. 

When I saw him smiling, I said, ' Does the Messenger 
feel calm?' 

He said, "Yes.' So, I sat down and cast a glance at 
the room, and by Allah, I couldn't see anything of 
importance, except three hides. I said, 

' Invoke Allah, Allah's Messenger, to make your 
followers prosperous, for the Persians and the 
Byzantines have been made prosperous and given 
worldly luxuries, even though they do not worship 
Allah.' 

The Prophet sat upright and said, 

(^i °-g 'I iy~ °a^2 ° " "■*■ «*- aji t*ljjjl L-lUaikll (jjl lj L_Jjl lilui ^gil 

g&li siiJi 

Ibn Al-Khattab! Do you have any doubt These 
people have been given rewards of their good deeds 
in this world only. 

1 asked the Prophet, * Please beg AllahTs forgiveness 
for me, AllahTs Messenger.' 
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The Prophet swore that he would not go to his wives 
for one month, because of his severe anger towards 
them, until Allah the Exalted and Most Honored 
censured him." 

Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also 
collected this Hadith using various chains of 
narration. 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim also collected it from Ibn Abbas, 
who said, 

"For a whole year, I was eager to ask "Umar bin Al- 
Khattab about an Ayah. However, I hesitated out of 
respect for him. Once, he went on a Hajj trip and I 
accompanied him. On our way back, he stopped to 
relieve himself behind some trees of Arak. I stopped 
until he finished and then walked along with him and 
asked him, '0 Leader of the believers! Who are the 
two women who helped each other (or plotted) 
against the Prophet '" 

This is the narration that Al-Bukhari collected, while 
Muslim recorded that Ibn Abbas asked, 

"Who are the two women about whom Allah the 
Exalted said, ^- IjA^j 0\j but if you help one 
another against him," 

' Umar replied, "A'ishah and Hafsah." 

Muslim mentioned the rest of the Hadith. 

Muslim also recorded that Ibn "Abbas said that Umar bin 
Al-Khattab said to him, 

"When AllahTs Messenger stayed away from his 
wives, I entered the Masjid and found people striking 
the ground with pebbles. They said, ' AllahTs 
Messenger has divorced his wives.' That occurred 
before Hijab was commanded. I said to myself, "I 
must investigate this news today.'" 

So he mentioned the Hadith in which he went to 
"A'ishah and Hafsah and admonished them. He then 
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said, "I went in and found Rabah, the servant of 
AllahTs Messenger, sitting on a window sill. I called, 
'0 Rabah, seek permission for me from Allah's 
Messenger.'" 

He then mentioned the story as we mentioned above. 

Umar continued, 

"I said, "0 Messenger of Allah, what trouble do you 
feel from your wives If you have divorced them, 
verily Allah is with you, His angels, Jibril, Mikal, I, 
Abu Bakr and the rest of believers are with you.' 
Often, when I talked, all praise is due to Allah, I 
hoped that Allah would testify to the words that I 
uttered. And so the Ayat of option was revealed. 
Allah said, 

Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will 
give him in your place wives better than 
you, and, 

:tlLwaj (Jj^Li.j aUj-a jA Aill (jli AjIc. I jAuaj yl j 
(£) JJ§3a (ilL ^u <£jllajlj 'jjJuTjIjI 

but if you help one another against him, 
then verily, Allah is his Protector, and 
Jibril, and the righteous among the 
believers; and after that the angels are his 
helpers. 

I said, ' Messenger of Allah, have you divorced 
them?' 

He said, " No.' 

I stood at the door of the Masjid and called out at the 
top of my voice, "The Messenger of Allah has not 
divorced his wives.' 

It was on this occasion that this Ayah was revealed, 
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oj-ij jij Aj I jC-l Jl LJjjkil jl ^_yii\ (j«a j-al aAe.l-2». I Jl j 
4 ' j lajJ ' i " I (JJAjI <-aJxJ .~u V «J- ^ <js?J' <j» ! J UJ---J-' LST 

When any matter pertaining to peace or alarm 
comes to them, they broadcast it; whereas, if 
they would refer it to the Messenger and 
those who have been entrusted with authority 
among them, those of them who are engaged 
in obtaining intelligence would indeed know 
(whatto do with) it. (4:83) 

It was I who understood (and properly investigated) 
this matter." 

Similar was said by Sa^id bin Jubayr, Ikrimah, 
Muqatil bin Hayyan, Ad-Dahhak and others. 

The Ayah, £&*j><& £^J (and the righteous among the 
believers); refers to Abu Bakr and * Umar. 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri added Uthman to them. 

Layth bin Abi Sulaym said from Mujahid: Ca&j-^ £^j 
(and the righteous among the believers); includes Ali bin 
Abi Talib also. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas said, 

"Umar said, ' The wives of the Prophet were all 
jealous for his affection, and I said to them, J*£- 
<jkx» Ijja IaIjj! J&iu (jt "£p&a <jl ^bj (Maybe his Lord, 
if he divorces you, will give him instead of you, 
wives better than you). Therearter, this Ayah was 
revealed.'" 

(jjiia I JJ^. ^lj jl ^Jjt^ (jl (jSSDa jjl <JJ /a-ulC 
i"'l ->'<!',,. Cljliilc. CjUjIj Cjljjli LlsL\a j-a cllLaluLa 

(o) I jl£t^ £Ajj5 

Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will 

give him instead of you, wives better than 

you - submitting, believers, obedient, 
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turning to Allah in repentance, worshipping 
Allah sincerely, Sa'ihat, previously 
married, and virgins. 

We mentioned before that Umar said statements that 
were conrirmed by the Qur'an, such as about the 
revelation about Hijab (see 33:53) and the captive 
idolators after the battle of Badr (see 8:67). 

Umar's suggestion to take the Station of Ibrahim as a 
place for prayer and Allah revealed this Ayah; 



X 



iila 



oA^Jl 



And take you the Maqam (station) of Ibrahim as a 
place of prayer. (2:125) 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas said that Umar bin Al- 
Khattab said, 

"I heard news that the Mothers of the faithful had 
a dispute with the Prophet. So I advised them, 
saying, ' Either stop bothering AllahTs Messenger 
or Allah might provide him better wives than you. 



j-ul$. i 
66:6 O you who believe! 



&!* '&$ tfcL 



1 ;1»11 j jjAjII Ia Jj3j I jU °JLJa1 j °- 

Protect yourselves and your families against a Fire 
(Hell) whose fuel is men and stones, 

°*A j-al Co Aill jjjL-akj V jIAj^ 3a!>lc. a£j_Lo l^jlc 

over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) 
severe, who disobey not the commands they receive 
from Allah, but do that which they are commanded. 
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°fi& U 'jjj^j U-j ^ jj3I IjjJSu V 1 jjSS 'jj^jll l^L 

jjLkj 

66:7 (It will be said in the Hereafter) O you who 
disbelieve! Make no excuses this Day! You are being 
reguited only for what you used to do. 



Ijial* JJ 
66:8 O you who believe! 



j_l I&jL 

<•-* Vj •• •* 



t_.jj__ 4j°jJ 4_l Jl 1 jJjJ 



Turn to Allah with sincere repentance! 



J-^VI l$J-J _., , 

It may be that your Lord will expiate from you your 
sins, and admit you into Gardens under which rivers 
flow ~ 

^*- ' jl«U oi&\j J^jjii a_i lsj=4 V <»jj 

the Day that Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and 
those who believe with him. 

o . -" o £ -- o o f -- o -- -- o -- o ,9 ,8 £ 

Their light will run forward before them and in their 
right hands. 

J_ _J_ _Dl u3 °ji_-l J Ujjj u3 1-<_I Ujj jjljaj 



They will say: 

"Our Lord! Keep perfect our light for us and grant 
us forgiveness. Verily, You are Able to do all 
things." 
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Teaching One's Family the Religion and Good Behavior 



Allah's advice to 

you who believe! 

.... Ij\j *5jJa! j °J£ M l jS ... 

Protect yourselves and your ramilies against a Fire (Hell) 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ' Abbas; He said, 

"Work in the obedience of Allah, avoid 
disobedience of Allah and order your families to 
remember Allah, then Allah will save you from the 
Fire." 

Mujahid also commented on: Ij^ fM*fj ^ma ljfl (Protect 
yourselves and your families against a Fire (Hell)) 
saying, 

"Have Taqwa of Allah and order your family to 
have Taqwa of Him." 

Qatadah said, 

"He commands obedience to Allah, to not disobey 
Allah, he orders his family to obey His orders and 
helps them to act upon His orders. When one 
sees disobedience, he stops them and forbids 
them from doing it." 

Similar was said by Ad-Dahhak and Muqatil; 

"It is an obligation for the Muslim to teach his 
near family members, and his male and female 
slaves what Allah has made obligatory for them 
and what Allah has forbidden for them." 

There is a Hadith that conrirms the meaning of this Ayah. 
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Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ar- 
RabP bin Sabrah said that his father said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

^jjjboi jjuic. AAj Ijli i(jjjjai ,*-Jjai Alj Ijl aULalLj ' ■ -»» IjJ-a 

Order the children to pray when they reach the 
age of seven and when they reach the age of ten, 
discipline them for (not performing) it. 

This is the narration that Abu Dawud collected; 

At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan." 



Fuel for Hell and a Description of its Aneels 



Allah said, 

ajLa^llj (JjjLjJI ukJjSj ___ 

whose fuel is men and stones, 

indicating that the Children of Adam will be fuel 
for the Fire that will feed it, 

«jl^A^tj and stones, in rererence to the idols that 
were worshipped, just as Allah said in another 
Ayah, 

' %' ' % ' ' i. ., % ' f fa g. i' -* a i»;j. 

j-^-a L-li aa 4_Ul (jj-J (ja (JjAjxj Laj aiuj 

Certainly you and that which you are worshipping 
now besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell! (21:98) 

Abdullah bin Mas"ud, Mujahid, Abu Ja"far Al- 
Baqir and As-Suddi said that these are sulfur 
stones that are more putrid than rotten corpses, 
according to Mujahid. 

Allah's statement, 

"•\) \% HiUc. <Sj\Xa Lg-jlc. 

over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, 

17 



means, their nature of behavior is stern, because 
the mercy has been taken out of their hearts for 
those who disbelieve in Allah, 

jIaui severe, meaning, their structure is powerrul, 
strong and rrightening, 

l'[\ ijjj-ajy L* (J J ' * ° j J aAj-al La 4Jji ^jj ■ ^*"* .' U ... 

who disobey not the commands they receive from Allah, 
but do that which they are commanded. 

meaning, whatever Allah commands them, they 
rush to obey Him, without delay for even a 
twinkling of an eye. They are able to fulfill the 
command; they are called Az-Zabaniyah, 
meaning, the keepers and guards of Hell, may 
Allah give us shelter from them. 



mmmmsmsmmmssssm 



Resurrection 



Allah said, 

(V) ojLuti - uS La (jj3?-J l-a-l) ja_aJI I jjJJaJ U I JjsS (jJJjl 1-§JI u 

you who disbelieve! 

Make no excuses this Day! You are being requited only 
for what you used to do. 

meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, the 
disbeliever will be told, 

"Do not offer any excuse this Day, because it will 
not be accepted from you; you will only be 
recompensed for what you used to do. Today, you 
will receive the punishment for your actions." 



Encourasins sincere Repentance 



Allah the Exalted said, 



La jt aJ ^JJ A_U1 ^) I JJJJ I jial (JJ,J1I l^Jl Ij 
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you who believe! 

Turn to Allah with sincere repentance! 

meaning, a true, firm repentance that erases the 
evil sins that preceded it and mend the 
shortcoming of the repenting person, encouraging 
and directing him to quit the evil that he used to 
do. 

Allah said, 

I **' Lfc* (_SJ?-^ ' " " f i , , J * , '} ' " aSjc jSSj jjl ja^JJ (. '"("-... 

... J^l 

It may be that your Lord will expiate from you your sins, 
and admit you into Gardens under which rivers flow, 

And when Allah says, "it may be," it means He 
shall. 

...<*- a | ji<j| jjjillj ,_jj]I 4111 (_£J2»_j U ajJ ... 

the Day that Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and 
those who believe with him. 

meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, Allah will 
not disgrace those who believed in the Prophet, 

Their light will run forward before them and in their right 
hands. 

as we explained in Surah Al-Hadid, 

t/\\ jjia f° cs -ki (_£ cs^- ^J ^ j^-' j ^jj^ ^ °Pr$ ^j uj^j^ ... 
They will say: 

"Our Lord! Keep perrect our light for us and grant us 
forgiveness. Verily, You are Able to do all things." 

Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and Al-Hasan Al-Basri and other 
said, 
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"This is the statement that the believers will say 
on the Day of Resurrection, when they witness 
the light of the hypocrites being extinguished." 

Imam Ahmad recorded that a man from the tribe of 
Banu Kinanah said, 

"I prayed behind the Messenger of Allah during the 
year of the Conquest (of Makkah), and heard him 
say, 



^^ fji Csij^ ^ f4^' 



Allah! 



Please, do not disgrace me on the Day of 
Resurrection.' 



y»i& 



66:9 O Prophet! 



II (JjUJJ 

Strive hard against the disbelievers and the 
hypocrites, and be severe against them; their abode 
will be Hell, and worst indeed is that destination. 



i jjK ^jjB ^la aIII L 



66:10 Allah sets forth an example for those who 
disbelieve: 



(j-o 4JJ-1JC i \*\ \ ujI 



UjUo 



the wife of Nuh and the wife of Lut. They were 
under two of our righteous servants, 
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but they both betrayed them. So, they availed them 
not against Allah and it was said: 

"Enter the Fire along with those who enter!" 



The Command for Jihad against the Disbelievers and the 
Hypocrites 



Allah command's the Prophet! 

...bi^^j j^jI pA^ IsJ^ ^S ^ 
Prophet! 
Strive hard against the disbelievers and the hypocrites, 

Allah the Exalted orders His Messenger to perrorm 
Jihad against the disbelievers and hypocrites, the 
former with weapons and armaments and the 
later by establishing Allah's legislated penal code, 



a^JJC> Jalc.1 



and be severe against them, 
meaning, in this life, 



( 1 ) JAj taoll (JjiJJ j - '* a aA I jLa j 



their abode will be Hell, and worst indeed is that 
destination. 



that is, in the Herearter. 



BBmrfi.iBmi«ifflwii.u t miwj 



on the Day of Resurrection 



Allah the exalted said, 
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Allah sets forth an example for those who disbelieve, 

meaning, the disbelievers who live together in 
this life with Muslims, their mixing and mingling 
with Muslims will not help the disbelievers, nor 
will it avail them with Allah, until and unless they 
gain faith in their hearts. 

Then Allah mentioned the parable, saying, 

Ol , "* "P4P Cy* tly^" '"'^"' ^JlS JajJ Sl J-alj T jj el j-al 

the wife of Nuh and the wife of Lut. They were under two 
of our righteous servants, 

means, they were the wives of two of Allah's 
Messengers and were their companions by day 
and night, eating with them and sleeping with 
them, as much as any marriage contains of 
interaction between spouses. 

However, 

...UiljjUi ... 

they both betrayed them. 

meaning, in the faith, they did not adhere to the 
faith sent through their husbands nor accepted 
their message. Therefore, all the intimate 
knowledge of their husbands neither helped them 
nor prevented punishment, hence Allah's 
statement, 

. ..tjjjoi 4-UI QA \ ajj ""- LjJ«J aJa ... 

So, they availed them not against Allah. 

means, because their wives were disbelievers, 

... UjSj ... 
and it was said, 
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meaning, to these wives, 



00 



!ill ^. jlSll Ulbl 



Enter the Fire along with those who enter! 

The part of the Ayah that reads, l-«Aljjl^i (but they 
both betrayed them) does not pertain to 
committing illegal sexual intercourse, but to 
rerusing to accept the religion. Surely, the wives 
of the Prophets were immune from committing 
illegal sexual intercourse on account of the honor 
that Allah has granted His Prophets, as we 
explained in Surah An-Nur. 

AI-"Awfi reported from Ibn Abbas, 

"They betrayed them by not following their 
religion. The wife of Prophet Nuh used to expose 
his secrets, informing his oppressive people 
whenever any person embraced the faith with 
Nuh. As for the wife of Prophet Lut, she used to 
inform the people of the city (Sodom), who 
committed the awful sexual act (sodomy), 
whenever a guest was entertained by her 
husband." 

Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas said, 

"No wife of a Prophet ever committed adultery 
and fornication. Rather, they betrayed them by 
refusing to follow their religion." 

Similar was said by Ikrimah, SaMd bin Jubayr, Ad- 
Dahhak and others. 



I jI«U Jjjfi *y&* aIII 



66:11 And Allah has set forth an example for those 
who believe: 
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° •• 11 ** °" I ' ° ' ° " •"• f ' ° I 

L_ula j] (jjC j9 al j-al 
the wife of Fir"awn, when she said: 

-* o **' o * .*« -*,-* «* 5J;-* *i • f ^o -* ** *-* . » o t \M -* 

<LaCj 

"My Lord! Build for me a home with You in Paradise, 
and save me from Fir"awn and his work, 



and save me from the people who are wrongdoers. 



66:12. And Maryam, the daughter of Imran who 
guarded her chastity (private part). 

^5^-* 4 -* S-* . -* *->< o m ■(•$> ** "* 4 "i ^ • 1 "i°. *V**,** 

Ajj^j L^j j '* ' A j\' Cj3 jj-aj u-*.j j (j-« Aj5 ' ^"^ 

And We breathed into it through Our Ruh, and she 
testified to the truth of her Lords Kalimat, and His 
Kutub, 



and she was of the Qanitin. 



The Disbelievers can cause no Harm to the Believers 



Allah gives the parable for believers, 

Clula j] (jjC-jS el jlal I jial (jJpS Lu-« Aill L_sjjJaj 

And Allah has set forth an example for those who 
believe: 

the wife of Fir" awn, when she said: 
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This is a parable that Allah made of the believers, in 
that, if they needed to, their association with the 
disbelievers will not harm them. Allah the Exalted said, 

4_aj °-*\* 1 j2ij yi V) f ts^ cs^ ^IH u?* j "ffi ^y^ (J*^J 

Let not the believers take the disbelievers as 
protecting friends instead of the believers, and 
whoever does that, will never be helped by Allah 
in any way, except you indeed fear a danger from 
them. (3:28) 

Qatadah said, 

"Fir"awn was the most tyrannical among the people 
of the earth and the most disbelieving. By Allah! His 
wife was not affected by her husband's disbelief, 
because she obeyed her Lord. Thererore, let it be 
known that Allah is the Just Judge Who will not 
punish anyone except for their own sins." 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Sulayman said, 

"The wife of Fir"awn was tortured under the sun and 
when Fir"awn would finish the torture session, the 
angels would shade her with their wings. She was 
shown her house in Paradise." 

Ibn Jarir said that Al-Qasim bin Abi Bazzah said, 

"Fir"awn's wife used to ask, "Who prevailed?' 

When she was told, "Musa and Harun prevailed', she 
said, "I believe in the Lord of Musa and Harun.' 

Fir' awn sent his aides to her and said to them, ' Find 
the biggest stone. If she insists on keeping her faith, 
throw the stone on her, otherwise she is my wife. 

When they came to her, she looked up to the sky and 
was able to see her house in Paradise. She persisted 
on the faith and her soul was then captured. The 
stone was thrown on her lifeless body." 
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This is the meaning of her statement, 

ALoCj (jjC-ji (j^s "'^- ij 5*-l^jl /«i IjJJ lil-JJC. (J ^jjl i-JJ ... 

My Lord! Build for me a home with You in Paradise, and 
save me from Fir"awn and his work, 

means, * deliver me from him, because I am 
innocent of his actions,' 

(n ) jj-43i3l fj&\ qa ^gjj^jj ... 

and save me from the people who are wrongdoers. 

Her name was Asiyah bint Muzahim, may Allah be 
pleased with her. 

Allah said, 

W^jS i'iV /»■*! ^Jjll (jljl«C- dljjl aJJ-aj 

And Maryam, the daughter of " Imran who guarded her 
chastity (private part). 

meaning, who protected and purified her honor, 
by being chaste and free of immorality, 

And We breathed into it (private part) through Our Ruh, 

meaning, through the angel Jibril. 

Allah sent the angel Jibril to Maryam, and he 
came to her in the shape of a man in every 
respect. Allah commanded him to blow into a gap 
of her garment and that breath went into her 
womb through her private part; this is how ' Isa 
was conceived. 

This is why Allah said here, 

4jjS j l^J J lIiLoJSj ° - i3A> aj la^. j j jjwa AjS 1 '°^'i'<* 
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And We breathed into it through Our Ruh, and she 
testiried to the truth of her Lords Kalimat, and His 
Kutub, 

meaning His decree and His legislation. 

() Y ) u£y^' js« °-1ijIS j 
and she was of the Qanitin. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn "Abbas said, 

"The Messenger of Allah drew four lines on the 
ground and said, 



?l ja L« 'jjjjj! 
Do you know what these lines represent? 
They said, "Allah and His Messenger know best.' 
He said, 

dsjj ^djalij l^Lij^. dsjj <aj.Ia. ;4jkll 4JA' ?"-4 U^ 3 ^' 

' . ,4*' , .'.J *^ O. * ' 7' ' .' *',Bl J-0 ' ' S ' 4 

jjC j2 el J<al a^.1 jo i UJ AjjoiIj i^jl^ac. <jj| aj^aj tlaa^a 

The best among the women of Paradise are 

- Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, 

- Fatimah bint Muhammad, 

- Maryam bint "Imran and 

- Asiyah bint Muzahim, wife of Fir" awn. 

It is confirmed in the Two Sahihs from Abu Musa Al- 
Ashf ari that the Messenger of Allah said, 

el jxl AjjjI Ul fLuull qm (J-^-J Aj Ji^ 4jL>J^ clk* iS^ 

'io -*S.' *o ' 4, ^,. 0. *' '. ' ' i' o *-;o. *'o ' ' '0'o. 

(JjJaS ^jlj ( jijj^. i IJJ a 7~ j^ - *- J ijlj-aC. 4jj| aJjjaj 'jjCj2 

JjrJaJI jjLj ^^lc pjJjJI J*°' '-~° < - f IjouII ^^Ic. <2ijlc. 

Many men have reached the level of perfection, 
but none among women have reached this level 
except 
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- Asiyah -- Fir"awn's wife, 

- Maryam--the daughter of ' Imran, and 

- Khadijah--the daughter of Khuwaylid. 

And no doubt, the superiority of "A'ishah to other 
women is like the superiority of Tharid to other 
meals. 

In my book, Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah, I have mentioned 
these Hadiths using their various chains of narration in 
relating the story of Prophet ' sa and his mother 
Maryam, peace be upon them, all praise be to Allah. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah At-Tahrim, all thanks and 
praise are due to Allah. 



*********** 
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